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COGS – brief history & aims

• Founded 1994

• Aims include to increase 
level of cycling, promote 
cycle safety & improve 
cycle infrastructure

As well as lobbying for 
improved infrastructure 
COGS also organise cycle 
rides & events to promote 
cycling



COGS are affiliated to Cycling UK, and 
also act as the volunteer ranger group 
for Sustrans

COGS meet regularly with Wiltshire 
Council & other stakeholders at the 
Salisbury Cycle Liaison Panel

COGS – brief history & aims

COGS comment on planning 
applications, masterplans, 
studies, consultations etc

COGS have planned and 
contributed to cycle signage 
around Salisbury



Cycling in Salisbury – current situation

0.00

0.50

1.00

1.50

2.00

2.50

3.00

3.50

4.00

4.50

Salisbury Wiltshire Exeter

%Cycling to work in 2001 and 2011
(source: Census, % of all residents)



%Cycling to work in 2011 – by ward
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% of working residents cycling to work
(source: Census, % of working residents 16 – 74 cycling to work)

Local Authority 2011 (%) 2001 (%) change

Cambridge 29.0 25.9 3.1

Oxford 17.1 14.9 2.2

Isles of Scilly 14.2 12.0 2.2

Hackney 13.8 6.2 7.6

York 11.2 12.0 -0.8

Gosport 10.7 10.7 0.0

Islington 9.1 4.7 4.4

Norwich 8.8 8.8 0.0

Kingston upon Hull, City of 8.1 11.7 -3.6

Lambeth 7.8 4.1 3.6

South Cambridgeshire 7.6 6.7 0.9

Bristol, City of 7.5 4.6 2.9

Portsmouth 7.3 7.1 0.2

….

Wiltshire 2.8 3.6 -0.9



What will encourage more cycling?

See also Wiltshire Council’s Local Transport Plan 3 
‘Cycling Strategy’ e.g. App 2 ‘Principles for town cycle networks’

- Five key criteria

• Coherence

• Directness

• Attractiveness

• Safety

• Comfort



Encouraging Cycling
Example 1: Lacking directness & coherence

Route from Avon Valley Path to Salisbury Cathedral



Encouraging Cycling

Example 2: Lacking safety
Many ‘A’ roads with no facilities 
for cyclists – e.g. A338 Britford

Example 3: Lacking coherence
Cyclists are expected to rejoin
fast moving traffic at a dangerous 
location – e.g. A36 Skew Bridge



Encouraging Cycling

Cycle and pedestrian 
infrastructure may be 
substandard

Avon valley path – for a heavily 
trafficked segregated shared 
use path with 2 way cycle track
Preferred width (LTN 1/12):
2-way cycletrack 3 m
Pedestrian path 1.5 m

Actual width here:
2-way cycletrack 1.55 m
Pedestrian path 1.3 m



Encouraging Cycling

Maintenance needed 
to deal with e.g.
• Potholes & 

surfacing

• Painting & signage

• Flooding 



Encouraging Cycling

Accident reduction
Map 1 : Accidents 
involving pedal cyclists 
2014 – 2018
(source crashmap.co.uk)

Must form part of a 
strategy to reduce all 
traffic accident 
Map 2 : Accidents 
involving all vehicle 
types 2014 – 2018
(source crashmap.co.uk)



Encouraging Cycling

Making sure there is 
adequate cycle 
parking at key 
destinations 

Example – Salisbury Railway 
station



Current cycle friendly infrastructure
Then … Now …



Current cycle friendly infrastructure

For some new developments, 
e.g. Aldi London Road, cycle 
infrastructure is being built to 
keep cyclists out of heavy traffic 



Current cycle friendly infrastructure
Changes in 
signage make a 
difference

Harnham Mill

Harnham Gate
(‘Except Cyclists’ 
sign added after 
representations 
from COGS)



Current cycle friendly infrastructure

Maintenance is essential:
Current contraflow cycle lane on 
Avon Approach (alongside Iceland) 
was continually being blocked by 
parked cars

Repainting worn lines on the cycle 
contraflow lane and double yellow 
has helped the situation



Cycle friendly infrastructure
Developments are still being built without walking & cycling links

St Peter’s Place – a footpath & 
cycleway link was only put in after a 
petition from residents  & 
representations from local councillors

Longhedge – we’re still waiting …



COGS: Aims for the Future

Better & safer cycling connections

All new developments connected to cycle 
network

Master plans and planning applications make 
provision for cyclists

Maintenance of cycle infrastructure

Funding made available to encourage modal 
shift



Cycling: the case for Contraflows

Existing 
contraflows

Potential 
further 
contraflows



The role of Local Authorities & others
There are plenty of guidelines & planning documents 
which support cycling & sustainable travel

Lots of evidence of the benefits of active travel & cost benefit 
of providing cycling infrastructure – but this does require local 
authorities to know, understand and implement the guidance. 



What COGS wanted in 1995…



…. COGS ‘Community link’ 1995 version



COGS aspirations for 2020
Something more radical than the Local Cycling & Walking Infrastructure plan is 
likely to suggest – see e.g. Salisbury Area Greenspace Partnership suggestions 



The End

Questions?




