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Minutes 
 
Meeting of :  Communities Committee  
Date :  6 October 2025 
Meeting held in :  The Guildhall, Salisbury 
Commencing at :  6:30pm 

 

Present:  
 
Chair:                                     Vice Chair: V Charleston 
 
Cllrs: V Charleston, S Foster, R Johnson, J Nettle, P Podger, S Rideout, C Taylor 
 

Officers: Asa Thorpe and Beth George 
 
There was 1 member of the public present, and 0 members of the press present 
 

 

1. Election of the Chair and Vice Chair of The Communities Committee for 

2025/26: 

 

Cllr V Charleston was nominated to be Chair of the Committee. 

Proposed by: Cllr P Podger 

Seconded by: Cllr S Foster 

 

A vote was taken and was carried. 

 

Cllr V Charleston in the Chair’s seat. 

 

Cllr V Charleston called for nominations for the Vice Chair of the Committee. 

 

Cllr C Taylor was nominated to be Vice Chair of the Committee. 

      Proposed by: Cllr S Hocking 
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Seconded by: Cllr P Podger 

 

A vote was taken and was carried. 

 

Cllr C Taylor in the Vice Chair’s seat. 

 

2. Apologies: 

 

Cllr E Rimmer was substituted for by Cllr S Hocking. 

3. Public Questions/Statement Time: 
 
There were no questions or statements submitted by the public. 

 
4. Councillor Questions/Statement Time: 
 

There were no questions or statements submitted by Councillors. 
 

5.  Minutes of Previous Meeting:  
 

The minutes of the last meeting of the Community Services Committee held on 2 
June 2025 were approved and signed by the Chair. 
 

6. Declarations of Interest: 
 

No declarations of interest were received. 
 
7. Dispensations: 
 

No dispensations were requested or granted. 
 
8. Chair’s Announcements: 
 

The Chair welcomed Louise Webber as the new Head of Community Services.  
 

9. Community Services Team Update: 
 
Louise Webber, Head of Community Services, provided a presentation. 
 
Abi Blake, Pantry Manager for the Community Services Team, also answered 
Councillor questions about the future of Salisbury Pantry.  

 
It was: 
 
Resolved to: 
 
9.1. The Committee noted the update.  

 

10. Budget Monitoring Report 2025/26 M5 (August end): 

https://salisburycitycouncil.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/Community-Services-Committee-Team-update-reflections-and-vision.pdf


 

 
Louise Webber introduced the budget monitoring report for Community Services. 
She informed the Committee that there were no significant overspends. 
 
A vote was taken and it was, 
 
Resolved that: 
 
10.1. The Committee noted the financial position at the end of August.  

 

11. Community Grants: 
 

The Committee received the community grants report and grant requests 
received during this financial year. Councillors asked questions regarding 
suggestions to avoid duplication of funding and improve streamlining of match 
funding with other stakeholders.  
 
It was agreed to bring the Community Grants Policy and procedure changes to 
the next Communities Committee. 
 
A vote was taken, and it was, 
 
Resolved that: 
 
11.1. The Committee approve proposed process and procedure review. 

 

11.2. The Committee approve officer recommended application approvals and 

refusals, as follows: 

11.2.1. Kingdom Barbell – Approved grant of £3000.  

 

11.2.2. Wessex Archaeology – Approved grant of £3000. 

 

11.2.3. Families out Loud – Paused, with potential to bring back to a 

future Committee. 

 

11.2.4. Folio Theatre – Refused. 

 

12. New Good Causes for Review: 
 
Louise Webber introduced the report. There were some questions regarding how 

the process of Good Causes works. 
 
A vote was taken, and it was, 
 
Resolved to: 
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12.1. Approve Fear Free and Carer Support Wiltshire as good causes for 

Salisbury City Community Lottery. 

 

12.2. Acknowledge the withdrawal and subsequent removal of 1st Bemerton 
Guide Unit as a nominated good cause.  

 
13. Policy Review: 

 
Louise Webber introduced the Safeguarding Children Policy. During the 
discussion, it was noted that Councillors would benefit from safeguarding 
training. 
 

A vote was taken, and it was: 

Resolved that: 
 
13.1. The Committee note this report for information. 

 
14. Matters, if any, which by reason of special circumstances the Chairman, 

decides should be considered as a matter of urgency: 
 

There was none. 
 
The meeting closed at 7:57pm. 
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