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Minutes

Meeting of : Extraordinary Full Council

Date : 16 January 2017

Meeting held in : The Guildhall

Commencing at : 7:30pm

Present:

Chair: Clir D Brown OBE Vice Chair: Clir J Lindley

ClIrs: G Alexander, P Brown, C Corbin, T Corbin, J Collier, B Dalton,
M Dean, P Podger, C Froude, S Hocking, A Hoque, M Osment, M Pope, A Roberts
Dr J Robertson, C Rogers OBE, M Timbrell, | Tomes, J Walsh and M Wilimot.

Officers: Reg Williams, Annie Child, Estelle Sherry and Cathy Titcombe

The Chair reminded all present that proceedings may be recorded
666. Apologies:

Apologies were received from Clir J Broom

667. Public Questions/Statement Time:

There were no questions submitted by the public.

668. Councillor Questions/Statement Time:

There were no questions submitted by Councillors.

669. Minutes of Previous Meeting:

Clir Froude asked for two amendments to the minutes to be noted.

Minute 673.2 should read ‘On 23 November 2016, Salisbury City Council called
a meeting with Wiltshire Council Highways Department representatives to
discuss localised highways issues’

Minute 674.1 should read ‘Salisbury Area Board’
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670.

671.

672.

673.

With the above amendments noted the minutes of the last meeting of the Full
Council held on 21 November 2016 were approved and signed by the Chair.

Declarations of Interest:

No declarations of interest were received.

Dispensations:

No dispensations were requested.

Chairman’s Announcements:

672.1. The Chair outlined how he would be conducting the meeting and that he
would ask the Leader of the Council, The Leader of the Conservative
Group and the Leader of the Labour Group to each set out their budget
proposals in turn. This would be followed by questions and a discussion
and each proposed budget would be voted on in succession if the
previous vote fell. If no agreement could be reached then an adjournment
would be called for to enable the Group’s to reassess the situation.

672.2. Members are reminded to handle the microphones with care as recently
three have had to be repaired at a cost of £98 a time. We have been
advised by our technical support that these are sensitive instruments and
shouldn’t be roughly handled. The mic’s are positioned and members
have no need to move them however if they do please do not pick them
up by the neck only the base as this has been shown to be the problem.

Budget Setting 2017/18:

As previously described the Chair invited the Leader of the Council, The Leader
of the Conservative Group and the Leader of the Labour Group to each set out
their budget proposals in turn. This was followed by questions and an exchange
of views when all those present were given every opportunity to comment.

The Leader’s budget had some amendments to the one which had been
previously presented at the Policy and Resources committee on 9 January,
fundamentally these changes showed a reduction to the originally proposed £95
increase in precept to £50 and other revenue adjustments. He continued to raise
concerns about capping and the need for SCC to maintain its core functions,
fund the capital programme, effectively deliver the transferring services and
remain within the constraints of this budget.

The Conservative Group’s budget proposed a nil increase to the precept and a
strong will to invest in assets rather than sell them. They recommend borrowing
to fund a more ambitious capital programme with the aim to enhance the city
centre now which is what local people have indicated they want rather than
piecemeal and over time. These low cost borrowings can be seen as reasonable
if taken out appropriately compared to the lifetime of the assets, such as ten
years against street furniture. The proposed budget outlined tighter controls on
revenue spending and re-tendering of some internal services to reduce costs.
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This budget recognises that a precept rise will be necessary next year to meet
costs.

The Labour Group’s budget suggested a £16 rise in the precept and wished to
note that the council needs to be honest with the public about the demands on it
especially with the impending asset transfer. They had listened to the opposing
arguments and could agree to the concept of borrowing to fund projects
particularly at such low interest rates which are available to councils.

Clir Pope supported the £50 rise in precept for this year and agreed that the
council has to be honest with the public. He also believes that there are no
certainties about capping in the future and he does support investment in the city
centre now to meet the expectations of residents and tourists, such as clean
toilets and good quality parks and open spaces.

Clir Robertson noted that it is the purpose of this council to look after its
residents. Whilst he does support the view of borrowing to fund projects
especially to enhance the city centre, he pointed out that the budget to be
agreed tonight will be spent by a new administration following the elections.

All groups were offered the opportunity to sum up. It was suggested that as
SCC could demonstrate that it is working through the process of a significant
asset transfer, it is likely not to be capped next year.

The Chair reminded Members that he would call for a vote in turn against each
proposal which would be voted on in succession if the previous vote fell. A
recorded vote was requested.

The Leaders Budget:

For: Clirs Roberts; Pope; Willmot and Robertson

Against: CliIrs Lindley; Dean; Hocking; P Brown; Froude; Hoque; Collier;
Rogers; Alexander; Dalton; Walsh; Tomes; Podger; C Corbin; T Corbin; Timbrell;
Osment

This vote therefore fell - 4/17

The Conservative Budget:

For: Clirs Lindley; Dean; Hocking; P Brown; Froude; Hoque; Collier; Rogers
Against: Clirs Roberts; Osment; Timbrell; C Corbin; T Corbin; Podger; Tomes;
Walsh; Willmot; Pope; Robertson

Abstained: Clirs Dalton; Alexander

This vote therefore fell - 8/11

The Labour Budget:

For: Clirs Osment; Timbrell; C Corbin; T Corbin; Podger; Tomes; Walsh;
Robertson

Against: Clirs Pope; Willmot; Lindley; Roberts; Dean; Hocking; P Brown;
Froude; Hoque; Collier; Rogers
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Abstained: Clirs Dalton; Alexander

This vote therefore fell - 8/11

In light of these votes the Chair called for a twenty minute adjournment at

9-45pm and the meeting recommenced at 10:12pm. A fifteen minute extension

was also agreed in order that the meeting could continue until 10:45pm.

A new proposal was offered by the Labour Group to set a precept increase of

£18 at Band D in order to meet the Wiltshire Council deadline and to develop the

budget accordingly in time to be agreed at the Full Council meeting on 23

January 2017.

For: Clirs Roberts; Osment; Timbrell, C Corbin; T Corbin; Podger; Tomes;

Walsh; Willmot; Pope; Robertson

Against: Clirs Lindley; Dean; Hocking; P Brown; Froude; Hoque; Collier; Rogers

Abstained: Clirs Dalton; Alexander

This vote was therefore carried - 11/8

Therefore, it was

Resolved to:

673.1. Approve a level of Precept for 2017/18 of £1,740,096.00, representing a
charge of £123p/a per Band D property.

673.2. Consider the budget for 2017/18 at the Full Council meeting on 23
January 2017.

674. Matters, if any, which by reason of special circumstances the Chairman,
decides should be considered as a matter of urgency:

No matters were raised

There were 8 members of the public and 2 members of the press present

The meeting closed at 10:20pm.
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