
 

 
 COMMITTEE REPORT 
 

 

1. Report Summary 
 
1.1 This report presents the annual AGAR Accounting Statements, attached at Appendix A, 

which forms Section 2 of the statutory Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) 
2025/26. 

 
2. Recommendation 
 
2.1 The Council is asked to approve the annual AGAR Accounting Statements 2025/26 

(Appendix A) 
 
3. Requirements of the AGAR 

 

3.1 Smaller authorities are required by law under the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 to 
prepare accounting statements for the year ended 31 March 2026 in the form required by 
proper practices, as provided in the Joint Panel on Accountability & Governance (JPAG) 
Practitioners’ Guide. 

 
3.2 Prior to approval of the Accounting Statements the Council must first review the effectiveness 

of its system of internal control and approve its Annual Governance Statement.  These 
matters have been addressed in the earlier report on this meeting’s agenda.  

 
4. Accounting Statements 
 
4.1 The AGAR accounting statements for 2025/26 are set out on page 5 of the statutory Annual 

Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR), attached at Appendix A. 
 
4.2 Following the external audit review of the accounting statement within the 2023/24 AGAR, the 

Council’s statutory external auditor, PKF Littlejohn LLP certified on 15 September 2024 that: 
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“in our opinion the information in Sections 1 and 2 of the [2023/24] AGAR is in accordance 
with Proper Practices and no other matters have come to our attention giving cause for 
concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met”.  
 

4.3 (Unfortunately the 2023/24 external audit was our most recent.  For 2024/25 an external 
auditor was not appointed to the Council, which is explained elsewhere on this meeting's 
agenda.) 

 
4.4 The final internal audit for this year, 2025/26, undertaken in June 2026, as discussed in the 

earlier report on this meeting’s agenda, reports that: 
 

“[The] accounts follow latest Accounts and Audit Regulations and Practitioners 
guide recommendations.  The year-end accounts have been correctly 
prepared on an income and expenditure basis.  I am satisfied the entries are 
correct.  The Box 7 to Box 8 reconciliation duly completed and supported by a 
robust audit trail.  The AGAR casts and cross-casts correctly.” 

 
5. Explanation of the Council’s 2025/26 financial results  
 
5.1 The purpose of this report is to fulfil the statutory requirement of approving the accounting 

statements.  The actual financial results, as summarised in the accounting statements, are 
discussed in a separate report entitled ‘Outturn 2025/26’ on this meeting’s agenda. 

 
6. Appendices / Background Papers 
 
6.1  Appendix A – Accounting Statements 2025/26 (AGAR Section 2 page 5) 

Previous AGAR reports 
RFO working files 
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